PNUE a écrit en 2000 que la guerre pour le Koweït avait «excédé tous les autres désastres environnementaux des quatre dernières décennies»

PAV - Michael Renner, chercheur pour le WorldWatch Institute de Washington, est un des nombreux à craindre cette perspective. Il rappelle que lors de la première guerre du Golfe, cela avait pris «plus de huit mois pour éteindre les feux. La fumée a bloqué le soleil totalement pendant plusieurs semaines.» 

- «Encore aujourd’hui, il reste des lacs de pétrole et des oiseaux continuent de s’y engluer. ).   L’impact a aussi été désastreux sur les populations d’oiseaux.»

- «Sur la côte saoudienne, l’impact a été grave. base de la culture des crevettes y a été détruite» (confirm par: IntUnionConserNat&Ress/WorldWideFundforNat/UNESCO 1994)
PAV - Docteur Arthur Westing, consultant à la retraite ayant œuvré pour le Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE) et le Stockholm International Peace Research Institute SIPRI), note que le sabotage des puits a mené à :  «déstabilisant ainsi les habitats marins et tuant beaucoup de la vie sauvage migratoire — oiseaux, mammifères et reptiles. Aussi, les immenses quantités de fumée envoyées dans l’atmosphère pendant plusieurs mois ont mené à des effets négatifs sur la santé humaine.»

PAV - The fires, resulting from the destruction of oil wells throughout Kuwait, produced an incredible cloud of darkness and pollution. The country, and then progressively the whole region, was covered by an oily film from the ever growing black cloud. Dark clouds blocked the sunlight for months, the air temperature of the atmosphere decreased by an average of 10 degrees centigrade, and the water temperature of the sea decreased by several degrees. 

 It took nine months for teams of oil fires experts from eighteen nations to put out the "Fires of Kuwait".

The Gulf War produced similar negative environmental impacts through the targeting of oil tankers and oil production facilities. According to the 1993 Marine Pollution Bulletin, 6-8 million barrels of crude oil was spilled from sunken vessels (including Iraqi tankers) and from oil transfer facilities such as the Kuwaiti Mina Al-Ahmadi Sea Island terminal and Iraqi Mina Al Bakr loading terminal between January 19-28, 1991. Reports suggest that approximately 30,000 marine birds perished as a result of this incident, and this figure excludes those that were trapped in oil pools in the desert.

- Eco-Compass: http://www.islandpress.org/eco-compass/war/

VAUT LA PEINE D’ÊTRE RECOMMANDÉ

Pnow - We now know that one fresh groundwater aquifer representing 40% of the fresh water reserves of Kuwait are contaminated, and the remaining strategic freshwater reserves provide Kuwait with less than a two-month supply for the entire population. What will happen if the desalinization plants are shut down or not working for any reason?

Pol-Chi - La guerre en ex-Yougoslavie, relate Julian Skeet (cher. Polaris Instit. Ottawa), fut particulièrement sale. «Les forces de l’OTAN ont bombardé les complexes pétrochimiques et pharmaceutiques, créant des dégâts énormes.  Le bombardement du complexe pétrolier de Pancevo, par exemple, a libéré des quantités énormes produits extrêmement toxiques comme le dichloroéthylène dans le Danube, qui est une source d’eau importante en Europe l’Est. La contamination était telle qu’après la guerre, les médecins yougoslaves recommandaient aux femmes enceintes d’avorter.»

(United Nations Environment Program's) Balkans Task Force Director Pekka Haavisto of Finland:  There (have been) a lot of different chemicals released.  For example in Pancevo (industrial complex), Novi-Sad (oil refinery), Karagujevac, which is the car factory town, in the ground of these industrial sites, (there are) some PCBs (toxic compounds), some mercury - very hazardous substances on the ground. What is the risk for the future is that this can contaminate the ground water and of course through the ground water, it can come back to the drinking water and cause even further damage to human health."
TERRES BRÛLÉES - SADDAM... (dest. des habitats seraient la chose la plus néfaste)

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report The Mesopotamian Marshlands shows that destruction of the marshes in the 1990s had a devastating effect on wildlife and people, "with significant implications to global biodiversity from Siberia to southern Africa ... Mammals and fish that existed only in the marshlands are now considered extinct. Coastal fisheries in the northern Gulf, dependent on the marshlands for spawning grounds, have also experienced a sharp decline." A sub-species of Otter and the Bandicoot Rat are also believed to have become extinct.
The impact of this destruction has also deprived the indigenous Ma'dan people who have lived in these marshes for 5,000 years, pursuing a sustainable way of life based on the abundant fish and wildlife living in the wetlands, of their traditional homeland. These marshlands were also important spawning grounds for a multi-million dollar shrimp fishery in the Arabian Gulf and also provided 60% of fish eaten in Iraq. Most of Iraq's rice, sugarcane and Water Buffalo used to be reared in the marshlands.

Important: était déjà endommagé sévèrement par Guerre Iran-Iraq: plusieurs feux, napalm and armes chimiques.

FORÊTS - By 1991, decades of civil war in Angola had left the nation's parks and reserves with only 10% of their 1975 wildlife population levels. In Sri Lanka, a six-year civil war has led to the felling of over 5 million trees, including 2.5 million of the palmyrah, a crucial resource for the farmers and villagers of the island.

- The Academy of Natural Sciences: http://www.acnatsci.org/research/kye/KYE22001.html

IRAK MAINTENANT… avec les effets de la Guerre du Golfe d’avant et sanctions

WHO estimates that 100,000 Iraqi civilians could be wounded and another 400,000 hit by disease after the bombing of water and sewage facilities and the disruption of food supplies. 

- Some 16 million (on 26 million) depend on the monthly "food basket" of basic goods such as rice, sugar, flour, and cooking oil, supplied for free by the Iraqi government. 

- Only 10% of the sewage pumping stations have generators so bombing could quickly provoke cholera and dysentery.

The United Nations high commission for refugees estimates at least 900,000 Iraqi refugees will go to Iran. No figures have been given for those who may go to Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, or Turkey. Another 2 million could be displaced inside the country.

CAUSES – SANCTIONS : 

- Guerre Iran-Iraq = chute écon mais infra civ OK

- IMR/TMI : 65/1000 avant vs. 103/1000 en 1998 donc d’une des meilleures sit Proche et Moyen-Orient à parmi les 37 pires dans le monde.

- IDH : 1990 : 50 sur 130 ;  1995 : 106 sur 175 puis 2000: 126 sur 175 (UNICEF2002)

DU

C’est quoi ? 

- UA est beaucoup plus radioactif que l'uranium naturel.)

DANGERS - The DU oxide aerosol formed during the impact of DU into armor has a high percentage of respirable size particles (50 to 96%)," and 52 to 83% of those respirable size particles are insoluble in lung fluids.

- "Summation of ARDEC Test Data Pertaining to the Oxidation of Depleted Uranium During Battlefield Conditions;" U.S. Army Armament Research, Development, and Engineering Center (ARDEC); 8 March 1991; p. 2. 

Insoluble depleted uranium particles (up to 83% by volume of the total dust created by an impact), if inhaled, "pose primarily a radiological, as opposed to a chemical, toxicological hazard."

- Summation of ARDEC Test Data Pertaining to the Oxidation of Depleted Uranium During Battlefield Conditions;" U.S. Army Armament Research, Development, and Engineering Center (ARDEC); 8 March 1991; p. 1. 

RISQUES – ENVIR.?

U.S. Army Chemical School training manual: 

 "DU's mobility in water is due to how easily it dissolves. Soluble compounds of DU will readily dissolve and migrate with surface or ground water. Drinking or washing or other contact with contaminated water will spread the contamination . . ."

- Development of Depleted Uranium Training Support Packages: Tier I - General Audience; U.S. Army Chemical School; October, 1995; p. 28. 

NETTOYAGE - quasi-impossible: exigerait de retirer une épaisseur de sol autour des lieux touchés; plusieurs dizaines de metres autour = coût en milliards... coût que personne ne va payer.

